REMARKS 


In the action of August 27, 2004, the examiner rejected 
claims 1, 4, 5, and 8-11 under 35 USC §102 as anticipated by 
Pedersen et al; and rejected claims 6 and 7 under 35 USC §103 as 
unpatentable over Pedersen et al . The examiner further indicated 
that claims 2 and 3 contain allowable subject matter. 

Applicant has amended the claims to more specifically 
define the shallow central area of the pillow. The central area is 
defined by a line of securement between the middle two fabric 
sections. The line of securement also defines a boundary region 
between the line of securement and the peripheral edges of the 
middle two fabric sections. This boundary region between the middle 
two fabric sections is filled with pillow filling, while the 
central, shallow area has relatively little or no filling. 

This pillow arrangement is quite different than Pedersen. 
Pedersen discloses a pillow which has a pair of internal panels 
which are secured together along at least one line of securement 
which extends for the length of the pillow . In Pedersen, there is 
no central area surrounded by a boundary area which extends to the 
peripheral edges of the pillow. Further, the defined central area 
of claim 1 is shallow due to a lack of filling between the middle 
two fabric sections. There is no such shallow central area in 
Pedersen. Accordingly, Pedersen cannot accomplish the support 
function of the claimed pillow, in which the head of the user is 
provided with special support. Thus, there is a significant 
difference between the structure defined in claim 1 and Pedersen, as 
well as a resulting difference in functionality. 

Accordingly, amended claim 1 is patentable over Pedersen. 
Since claims 2-12 (note correction of original claim numbers) are 
dependent upon claim 1, those claims are also allowable. Allowance 
of the application is thus respectfully requested. 
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